
February 2019 

LMCMS Families;  
 
January was full of awards for LMCMS!  We had students and 
staff honored in The Geography Bee, Future City competition, 
MLK Jr. nominations, Presidential Services Awards and much 
more.  We are proud of our award winners as well as all the 
participants that represent our school with pride in 
achievement.  Thanks to all the staff and families for 
supporting this success.  
 
February’s theme for our Advisory program is accountability.  
LMCMS is accountable to our community in many ways.  The 
blue print for this accountability is our school improvement 
plan which can be found on our website.  A group that assists 
in our accountability is our Site Council.  Please join us at our 
next Site Council meeting on February 6th at 7PM.  We truly 
want your input, and this group provides valuable guidance to 
ensure accountability.   
 
The school year always moves faster than expected.  We now 
find ourselves midway into 3rd quarter and it is time to being 
looking ahead to next year.  Current 6th and 7th grade 
enrollment information for the next school year is currently 
being planned along with dates for enrollment meetings and 
8th grade high school enrollment will be happening this 
month.  We continue to enhance our enrollment to include an 
opportunity for families to learn about technology being used 
for teaching and learning and will share those dates soon.  
 
 
 
Regards,  
 
Jeff Harkin 
Principal  

Principal’s Note 

 

Important Dates 

2/5 @ 7p All City Choir 
Concert  

2/6 @ 6p Parent Group 

2/6 @ 7p Site Council 

2/8 @ 3:30p Parents 
Group Social 

2/14 & 2/15 @ 7p Spring 
Play: Oddball 

2/22 No School 

2/19 @ 7p Mustang 
Chorale 

2/28-Last day of 3rd 
Quarter 



Main office & Attendance  
785.832.5400 

Student Services 
785.330.1829 

Cafeteria 
785.330.4804 
School Fees 

785.330.4508 

School starts at 8:00.  If your 

student will be late to school, please 
notify the office at (785) 832-5400 
or rachel.ricmond@usd497.org. 
Multiple unexcused tardies lead to 
discipline referrals and can create 
challenges with truancy.  

Keep contact information up to date at 

powerschool.usd497.org or contact the school 

registrar at rrials@usd497.org or 785 330-1829. 

Don’t be left waiting and late for your appointment!  If your student 
needs to leave during the school day please give at least one hour of 
notice so there is time to retrieve your student from class.  We have 
a large building and it takes time for students to clean up in their 
classroom and travel to the office. By your calling in advance we can 
prepare for a student’s smooth dismissal from class, limit 
instructional disruption and better guarantee a student will be ready 
for pick up at the right time. 

The LMCMS food pantry is open! 

Questions?   

Talk to Ms. Mickey Overton at 

moverton@usd497.org or  

785-832-5400 

LMCMS collects Box Tops and 

HyVee Receipts!  Send box tops 

for Education 

with students 

and turn 

them in to 

advisory 

teachers!   



We would like to remind parent/guardians to please call the 

office to leave a message for a student as opposed to 

texting or calling students during the school day.  Students 

are not allowed personal cell phones during the day 

except for lunch.  If you have questions regarding the 

building’s electronic device policy, please see the student 

handbook or call the office at 785-832-5400. 

 
 

8th Grade students visited their respective high school on Thursday, January 24.  
8th graders are pre-enrolling in high school courses on February 4 and 5 during guided 

studies. 
High school counselors will visit LMCMS on Wednesday, February 13 to assist with high 

school elective enrollment.  
Questions?  Contact your students counselor: 

 Deb Keary (A-K) at dkeary@usd497.org 
Amy Brown (L-Z) abrown@usd497.org 

 

March 29, 2019 is the Transfer Request Deadline for all grade levels and all schools. 
Please view the guidelines at  

https://www.usd497.org/Domain/2246 
 if considering requesting a transfer.  There is no guarantee of transfers being accepted. 





Geography Bee 

13 rounds 

 4th place (tie): Connor Rayome, Arlo Needham3rd: Emma 
Cohn 
2nd: Everett Webb 

1st: Kaie Thirteen 

 Winning question: Jaguars are studied in Darien National 
Park, the largest national park in which Central American 
country? 

Answer: Panama 

 Pending results of the qualifying test, Kaie will represent 
LMCMS at the State Geo Bee in Abilene on March 29.  

 

Spelling Bee 

54 participants 

1st Oliver Reed, close 2nd Abe Roman 

Winning word: lobelia 

Oliver will participate in the Douglas County Bee on Saturday, Feb. 2 

 

 

On April 2, Team Freedom will be traveling to the Nelson-
Atkins museum 3-8th hours. 

On April 16, Team Liberty will be traveling to the Nelson-
Atkins museum 3-8th hours. 

Talk to your students’ social studies teacher for more infor-
mation about the Nelson-Atkins field trip. 

 

On April 30, Team Liberty will be traveling to Baker Wet-
lands 5th – 8th hours. 

On May 2, Team Freedom will be traveling to Baker Wet-
lands 5th – 8th hours. 

Ask your students’ science teacher for more information 
about the Baker Wetlands. 

Upcoming Events: 

Model UN Feb. 25-26 

KU Engineering Expo Feb. 25 

National History Day regionals March 2 

 

See Mr. Heath for more information 



Future City 

Competition was at K-State on Saturday, Jan 26.  We sent 3 teams to present their models and city presentations.  The 
theme this year was resiliency to natural disasters, with an emphasis on energy grids. 

Tromso, Norway: 6th grade 

Tromso is 200 miles north of the Arctic circle, so a 
large challenge for this team was engineering to 
cope with blizzards, ice, and avalanches.  This team 
won the Public Infrastructure Award, recognizing 
the comprehensive city services that would benefit 
any Tromso citizen or visitor.  

Munnar, India : 7th grade  

Munnar organized their city around a 
mandala pattern that connected their city 
zones.  Their energy grid was powered by 
hydroelectricity by pumping water into a 
lake on top of a mountain, which would then 
flow down through turbines.   

 

 

 

Samprasarana, Bangladesh: The 8th grade 
team designed a floating city on the ocean 
off the coast of Dhaka.  This relieved 
overcrowding and lack of resources in 
Dhaka, and also helped paved the way for 
floating city technology to be shared with 
coastal communities around the 
globe.  Samprasarana won 2 awards from 
engineering firms:  the Black & Veatch 
presentation award and the 
Determination award from GBA 
Engineering. 

 



Join Conversation PEACE in the celebration of Black History Month! 
 
 
The story of Black History Month begins in Chicago during the late summer of 1915. An alumnus of the Uni-
versity of Chicago with many friends in the city, Carter G. Woodson traveled from Washington, D.C. to partici-
pate in a national celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of emancipation sponsored by the state of Illi-
nois.  Thousands of African Americans traveled from across the country to see exhibits highlighting the pro-
gress their people had made since the destruction of slavery.  Awarded a doctorate in Harvard three years 
earlier, Woodson joined the other exhibitors with a black history display. Despite being held at the Coliseum, 
the site of the 1912 Republican convention, an overflow crowd of six to twelve thousand waited outside for 
their turn to view the exhibits. Inspired by the three-week celebration, Woodson decided to form an organi-
zation to promote the scientific study of black life and history before leaving town.  On September 9th, 
Woodson met at the Wabash YMCA with A. L. Jackson and three others and formed the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH).  
 
In 1925, he decided that the Association had to shoulder the responsibility.  Going forward it would both cre-
ate and popularize knowledge about the black past. He sent out a press release announcing Negro History 
Week in February 1926. 
Woodson selected February to encompass the birthdays of two great Americans who played a prominent 
role in shaping black history, namely Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. 
 
During the Civil Rights Movement in the South, the Freedom Schools incorporated black history into the cur-
riculum to advance social change.  The Negro History movement was an intellectual insurgency that was part 
of every larger effort to transform race relations. 
 
In 1976, fifty years after the first celebration, the Association used its influ-
ence to institutionalize the shifts from a week to a month and from Negro 
history to black history. 
 
Excerpts from the article,  
The History of Black History Month 
by Daryl Michael Scott for ASALH at www.asalh.org 

http://www.asalh.org


The 2019 Mustang 7th and 8th grade boys’ 

and girls’  track team will begin practice 

Monday, March 18  at 3:30pm for 7th graders 

only.  8th graders will start on Tuesday, 

March 19 and the first joint practice is 

Wednesday, March 20. Students must have a 

current sports physical, insurance form, and 

other necessary forms completed and turned 

into Ms. Rachel. If you have already 

participated in one of the following sports, 

this school year at Central, you do not need 

to redo your forms ( Girls 8th Grade Volleyball, 

Boys 8th Grade Football, 7th/8th Grade Girls 

Tennis, Boys or Girls 8th Grade Girls 

Basketball, 8th Grade Cheer Squad, or 7th/8th 

Grade Wrestling). If you have any questions 

or need to pick up the necessary forms please 

see Ms. Rachel in the office, Coach McAfee in 

room 401, or Mr. Forkenbrock in room 311. 

 

Stuck on Algebra?  Need a 
computer to finish typing that 
paper?  Stay after school in the 

library for Homework Zone!  
Every Monday, Tuesday, and 

Thursday until 4:15, the library 
computer lab is open for 

students in need of space for 
homework or assistance with 
home practice assignments.   
Free Snacks are provided! 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE! 
 It’s that time of year! Is your child sick?  Is it a cold or is it the flu? How do you know if they are…TOO SICK FOR 

SCHOOL? 
 *Confirmed cases of INFLUENZA are being reported in our area*. 

 For more information about influenza go to the following link: 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/ 

 If you suspect your child has INFLUENZA, please see the doctor for testing and to receive anti-viral medication. 
HANDWASHING IS THE BEST METHOD OF PREVENTION!  

How do you decide to keep your child home from school? Consider using these guidelines... 
**A temperature over 100.0 F. Remember that medications like Tylenol and Advil can mask the effects of a fever. 
Try to take your child's temperature before you give fever-reducing medicine.  Consult your doctor for a high fe-

ver or a fever that lasts a long time. 
**Persistent vomiting and/or diarrhea.  Consult your doctor for persistent symptoms.   

**A severe cold with fever, sneezing, and thickened nasal discharge, especially for younger children, who do not 
remember to cover their mouth or wash hands.  Consult your doctor for persistent symptoms. 

**A frequent or persistent cough.  Does the cough keep your child awake at night, does it worsen with increased 
activity, or is it combined with other symptoms? Is there fever?  Consult your doctor.  

**A persistent red sore throat, especially if the tonsils are enlarged. Consult your doctor. 
**A severe and persistent earache. Consult your doctor. 

**Redness in the whites of the eyes, yellow eye discharge and matted lashes are symptoms of conjunctivitis 
(pinkeye). A doctor should be consulted for treatment as this is highly contagious. 

**DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE A RASH? Rashes can be difficult to evaluate. If they are all over the body, spread 
over time, blistery, oozing, or painful, they could be a sign of a contagious infection, such as chicken pox or mea-

sles. Consult your doctor and DO NOT SEND TO SCHOOL!  PLEASE keep your child home if they are ill! 
 Remember, these suggestions should be considered a guide, if you are still unsure whether to send your child to school, please call your physician for further 

guidance. 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/




 

One of the frustrations we hear from parents is being uncertain how to be involved at school when you 
aren’t in elementary school any longer.  Students have a lot more teachers, a need to explore more on their 

own, and don’t always want their parents to be “visible” any more.  We welcome your involvement, and 
here are some ideas on how to stay involved and still let  your student spread their wings. 

Site Council  
Join Site Council, the building advisory committee made of staff, parents, and 

community members.  Site Council is a great way to gain insight on how the school 
operates and help advise staff on school policy.  The Site Council goals and meeting 

notes can be found on the LMCMS website.  Join Site Council @ 7:00p on February 6 in 
the Student Services Conference room. 

Parents’ Group 
Joining the LMCMS Parents’ Group is a great way to meet other parents while 

supporting the school.  They are responsible for ordering and selling school 
merchandise, planning and organizing the new family ice cream social, 

coordinating volunteers for different activities throughout the year, and being 
available for other school needs.  The next Parents’ Group meeting is February 6 

@ 6:00 in the Student Services conference room at LMCMS.  See the Parents’ 
Group Website or Facebook Page for more information. 

Supporting the Arts 

Provide assistance with music performances by assisting students in getting 
organized to get on stage, helping with wardrobes, or simply show up and 
support our students!  Talk with Ms. Little,  Mr. Kurt, Mrs. Cox, or Mrs. Block  
for more information on how to help with performances.   

Help beautify our building by assisting us 

in maintaining the landscaping in front of 

the building or the native garden on the 

South side of LMCMS. 

Clubs & Activities 
Support the many clubs and activities at LMCMS by assisting with them!  Club sponsors need assistance at 
different times throughout the year with after school activities, such as tutoring in Homework Zone, cooking 
with the garden students, coaching chess, or participating in Smart Strength.  Contact the appropriate club 
sponsor to offer a helping hand. 

http://usd497.schoolwires.net/domain/4657
https://sites.google.com/site/lmcmsparents/home
https://sites.google.com/site/lmcmsparents/home
https://www.facebook.com/LMCMSParents
mailto:majones@usd497.org?subject=Assisting%20with%20the%20play
mailto:direland@usd497.org?subject=Help%20with%20performance
mailto:jhcox@usd497.org?subject=Help%20with%20performance


Mrs. Wycoff, and Ms. Fender are all here to help you!  
Library Hours: 7:30-3:30 M, T, Th, F,  7:30-1:35 W 

February is Love Your Library 
Month!   

Stop in to tell us why you love your 
library OR recommend a book you 
love, and we’ll put your name in our 

prize drawing!  Twenty-five lucky 
students will choose from our 

collection of posters (Adventure Time, 
sports, etc), books, and a variety of 

sweet gadgets!  

The Scholastic Book Fair will be 
held during parent/teacher confer-
ences Wednesday, March 6th from 
1:30-7:30 and Thursday, March 7th 
from 4:00 to 7:00. The proceeds 
from the book fair help to buy books 
for the classroom and library. 
Thanks for your support!  

 

Students have been given a Kansas State Library Card which will allow them to access Kansas da-
tabases that they can use for research. The web address is kslib.info. The steps to get to the data-
bases is as follows: 

Log into kslib.info and then click:  

Then login by clicking on the Library eCard.  They have been given a login num-
ber and their pin is their birthday month, day and year. Ex: 06012005- It is all 8 digits. 

Then click on 

 

This will open to all the resources available to use for research for students.  







 

With Safe Routes to School we can build a healthier community where kids can arrive at school safe, on time, and ready to learn.  

 

 Top Benefits of Walking and Biking to School 

1) Get some exercise: Had a long day at school? An activity like 

walking or biking that gets the blood pumping can help clear 

the mind.  Get out in the sun and soak up some vitamin D! 

2) Improve your test scores: More and more researchers are 

showing that a little exercise in the morning improves student 

test scores.  No extra studying required! 

3) Encourage slower, safer car traffic: Drivers slow down when 

they see people walking and biking. And when neighborhood 

drivers slow down, everyone else slows down too.  

4) Be a future safe driver:   The more practice students have navigating the rules of the road as a bike 

rider or a pedestrian the more courteous driver the student will be.  

5) Give the neighborhood character: More people out on their bikes or walking, and fewer people in 

cars helps make  the neighborhood safer, quieter, and 

friendlier. Get to know the neighbors! 

6) Influence your community:  Is your crosswalk 

visible?  Do drivers yield when you are walking or riding 

a bike?  Share feedback about the walk and bike to 

school with the Safe Routes to Schools team to help 

improve the walk and bikablity of your neighborhood by 

contacting Laura Leonard at 785.33.4817 or 

lleonard@usd497.org. 







February 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 

3:30p Boys BB @ 

LMCMS vs 

Southwest 

7:00p All City Choir 

@ Lied Venter 

6 

6:00p Parents 

Group 

7:00p Site 

Council 

7 

3:30p Boys BB @ 

LMCMS vs Bill 

Mills 

8 

3:30p Parents 

Group Social 

9 

10 11 

3:30p Boys BB @ 

LMCMS vs 

Atchison 

12 

6:30p Citywide 

Model UN 

13 

3:30p Boys BB 

@ LMCMS vs 

West 

14 

7:00p Spring Play: 

Oddball 

15 

7:00p Spring Play:  

Oddball 

16 

17 18 

3:30p Boys BB @ 

West Warhawk 

Tournament 

19 

7:00p Mustang 

Chorale and 6th 

Grade Choir Club 

20 

3:30p Boys BB 

@ West 

Warhawk 

Tournament 

21 

6:30p Families of 

Color meeting 

22 

NO SCHOOL 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 

End of 3rd quarter 

  



March 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

NO SCHOOL 

2 

3 4 5 

7:00p March 

Madness 

6 

4:15p Parent-

Teacher 

Conferences 

7 

4:15p Parent-

Teacher 

Conferences 

8 

NO SCHOOL 

9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 

1:45P STOMPEDE 

20 21 

6:30p Families of 

Color Meeting 

22 23 

24 

31 

25 26 27 28 

7:00p North Area 

Strings 

29 30 

Lawrence 

Music 

Festival @ 

West 


